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from them attack the roots of the tea. A.S is well known,
tea roots tend to grow towards the masses of buried pruaings,
because the decaying matter retains moisture and is damper
than the surrounding soil. In one instance, it was observed
that the "bushes first attacked were situated xound the holes
where prunings had been buried. The addition of the usual
quantity of basic slag and sulphate of potash, 2 cwt. basic
slag and 56 Ibs. sulphate of potash per acre, to tie prunings
at the time of burial, does not make any difference to the
prevalence of the disease.
BotryodiylodiO' Theobromae is a very common tropical
fungus, though in the majority of cases in which it is known
to cause damage it is either a wound parasite or a follower
of some other disease. It is common on Hevea, and cacao,
especially on dead stems or fruits, and occurs on dadap,
papaw, sugar cane, coconut, etc.
When, this disease was first found on tea in Assam, it
was suggested that it had been conveyed by the seed. The
tea attacked was about four years old, and in each case it
happened that the bushes had been, raised from Dibmgarh
village seed. " In fact, without reference to position, wher-
ever the Dibrugarh village seed had been used there the
plants had died, though not usually until after the first
pruning, say at three years from seed. A similar case has
recently "been reported from Jorhat; the same class of seed
was used four years ago, now the plants are dying out."
On that supposition, the most important preventive measure
was said to be care in the selection of seed from a guaranteed
source. But subsequent experience has practically negatived
that supposition. In the first place, the disease is too wide-
spread to be attributable to "the use of any particular seed.
Secondly, it would scarcely seem probable that a disease
conveyed in the seed would remain dormant for four years,
until the plant was pruned, or, in its more usual occurrence
on old tea, for some twenty years. The evidence would
appear to indicate that the disease is due to the presence of
the spores of the fungus in tie soil, and that it is favoured
by the burial of pruniags on which tie fungus can propagate
itself.
Busies Mlled by Botryodiylodia should be uprooted and
burnt as soon as possible. It is beat to Tbtirn them, or at